




Striking Stories 

The Royal Mint is one of the world's 
oldest organisations with a history 
stretching back more than 1,000 
years. Over the centuries we have 
created coins for kings and queens 
and produced the currency that 
underpins all our daily transactions. 

From the workshops of Anglo-Saxon 
London to today's modern minting 
facility in South Wales, The Royal 
Mint has always harnessed expert 
craftsmanship and state-of-the-art 
technology in the evolving world of 
coins and currency. 

But we don't simply create coins and 
medals - we strike stories reflecting 
The Royal Mint's history and our 
country's shared heritage. 

These stories include figures such 
as Sir Isaac Newton, the scientific 
genius who tackled counterfeiting 
and became Master of the Mint, 
and Her Majesty The Queen, Britain 
and the Commonwealth's longest 
reigning monarch, who personally 
opened our South Wales site in 1968 
and whose effigy appears on all 
United Kingdom coins. 

Each year The Royal Mint's Annual 
Sets continue to celebrate memorable 
events, honour remarkable figures 
and explore the inspirations behind 
our designs. Each coin is a miniature 
work of art, offering an insight into 
how our organisation operates today 
while marking the moments and 
anniversaries that matter most -
striking stories. 







The Most Secure Coin 
in the World 

For more than 1,000 years The 
Royal Mint has paired technology 
and in novation with continuity and 
tradition. In 2017 the pu blic wi ll see 
the new 12-sided El coin, hailed as 
the most secure coin in the world, 
enter circulation. 

The Roya l Mint is no stra nger 
to the huge task of introducing 
and replacing popular coins. 
The cha llenge presented by the 
int roduction of the new 12-sid ed 
El coin echoes the one faced 200 
years ago, with the introd uction 
of new silver coinage and The 
Sovereign. Both invo lved creating 
large stockpiles of new coins and 
calling-in old coin s from circulation. 

However, the sca le of this operation 
has increased substantially in the 
twenty-first century. In 2016 The 
Roya l Mint started striking 1.5 
billion new El coins ready for the 
withd rawa l of the 'round pound', 
compared to the 1816-17 recoinage , 
when the comparatively sma ll 
number of 1.2 million new silver 
pieces were initially struck before 
the new coins were released. 

Unli ke in February 1817, when 
people had to hand over their old 
coins to receive new ones, banks 
and cash cent res will automatica lly 
withdraw cur rent El coin s from 
circu lation. Modern transport 
networks also mean that supplying 
every part of the country with 
coin s is far easier than in previous 
centuries, when old coi ns often 
circulated alongside new coinage 
for many years . 





Continuity and Innovation 

The first 'round pound' coins, issued 
in April 1983, replaced the old £1 
notes that were no longer fit for 
purpose. These coins featured a 
heraldic design of the Royal Arms 
by Eric Sewell and the Latin edge 
inscription 'DECUS ET TUTAMEN' 
- 'An ornament and a safeguard' 
- which first appeared on the five 
guinea piece, in the reign of Charles 
II. The Royal Arms soon became the 
signature design for 'the nation's 
coin', alongside those featuring the 
emblems of the four nations of the 
United Kingdom. 

In 2015, David Pearce was just 15 
years old when he won The Royal 
Mint's public design competition 
to create the reverse of the new 
Nations of the Crown 2017 UK £1 
coin. His design shows the English 
rose, the Welsh leek, the Scottish 
thistle, and the Northern Irish 
shamrock emerging from one stem 
within a royal coronet. 

In a further nod to tradition the 
12-sided shape i s simi lar to that of 
the old threepenny coin, but the new 
£1 coin also contains the most-up-to 
date anti-counterfeiti ng technology 
possible. Its overt security features 
include its bicolour appearance, in 
two different colours, and a latent 
feature that shows two different 
images when the coin is tilted at 
different angles. 

The Royal Mint has also pioneered 
i ts own High Security Feature, built 
into the coin, technology on ly 
used previously on banknotes, 
safeguarding the integri ty of the 
£1 coin for the twenty-first century. 





A Century of Royal Service 

The House of Windsor came into 
being in July 1917 by proclamation 
of George V. At this time the Royal 
Family gave up the German name 
of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha which had 
come to them in 1840 with the 
marriage of Queen Victoria to Prince 
Albert. This decision was largely due 
to anti-German fee ling during the 
First World War and , with a new 
name, a new roya l dynasty was born. 

Since then the House of Windsor 
ha s produced four monarchs who 
have reigned over the subjects of 
Britain and the Commonwealth for 
100 years. Both George V and George 
VI dedicated their lives to the service 
of their country, as has Her Majesty 
The Queen, the nation's longest 
reigning monarch. 

Their commitment to duty is clear in 
a speech made by The Queen on her 
21st birthday, while she was visiting 
South Africa: 

"I declare before you al l that my 
whole life, whether it be long or 
short, shal l be devoted to your service 
and the service of our great imperial 
fami ly to w hich we all belong ." 

The House of Windsor has followed 
thi s principle throughout the century. 
From the devastation of the First 
World War and the break-up of the 
British Empire, through the Second 
World War and into the modern 
media age, they have remained 
leaders and ambassadors for British 
va lu es at home and across the world. 





Viking Conqueror, English King 

Long before the Norman Invasion of 
1066 Canute the Great crossed the 
North Sea and seized,the throne of 
England. As a Viking warrior, son of 
King Swein 'Forkbeard' of Denmark, 
Canute was a conqueror w ith no clear 
connection to the royal dynasties 
that had ruled England for centuries. 
He captured the English throne from 
!'Ethelred I I's son, Edmund ' Ironside,' 
at the Battle of Assandun, and began 
a period of conquest that spread 
across northern Europe. Before the 
end of his reign his empire included 
Denmark, Norway and he also 
claimed part of Sweden . 

Crowned in London in 1017, Canute 
i s perhaps best known for the story 
of 'Canute and the waves'. Legend 
has it that he sat on his throne at the 
water's edge and commanded the 
tide to turn back, often interpreted 
as an attempt to prove his power was 
so great he could control the seas. 

But the earliest form of the story 
shows Canute as a humble king, 
proving to his flattering courtiers 
that, compared to the power of God, 
he was on ly human. 

It is perhaps surprising that Canute's 
great conq uest, ruling the vast North 
Sea Empire and being crowned 
'king of all England,' is now largely 
forgotten, though hi s achievements 
paved the way for the nation of 
England we recognise today. 





In 1811 a 35-year-old Hampshire 
spinster saw her first novel published 
anonymously. Her tale of two sisters, 
crossed in love, so ld severa l hundred 
copies, but the author's identity 
remained hidd en. That nove l was 
Sense and Sensibility, 'by a Lady,' 
and the author was Jane Austen . 
Althoug h she remained largely 
unknown during her lifetime, readers 
began a love affair with her fiction 
that has lasted two centuri es. 

Though sometimes classed as 
simple roma nces, Austen's novels 
were revo lutionary in th eir treatment 
of subjects such as love, marriage 
and money. She used her sharp wit 
and humour to highlight snobbery, 
greed and pretension wherever she 
saw it. Unlike earlier nove li sts she 
was a pioneer in creatin g imperfect 
heroines, letting her readers 
share in their dilemmas and often 
mistaken viewpoints. 

Over the years appreciation of her 
works, including Pride and Prejudice 
and Emma, has grown into a cultural 
phenomenon. Her books have 
been translated into more than 
40 languages with almost 100 film 
and television adaptions taking her 
works to new heights of fame across 
the globe. 

Her characters' search for love 
and happin ess, elegant ly wrapped 
in the chiva lry of the Regency era, 
is perhaps one of the reasons why, 
200 years after her death, Jane 
Austen remains one of the best-loved 
authors in the world . 





Before, Beyond, Above 

At the outbreak of the First World 
War few people believed that 
aircraft would play a major role in 
the conflict. Hot-air balloons had 
been used for observation and 
reconnaissance for almost 100 years 
and it was thought planes would 
serve a similar purpose. The Royal 
Flying Corps, the aviation branch 
of the British Army, began its life as 
an 'eye in the air', reporting on the 
positioning of enemy forces and 
providing a tactical advantage. 
As the war developed into the 
bloodiest conflict ever seen, 
the race for superior air power 
began, shaping the history of 
human flight as we know it. 

Alongside the Royal Naval Air Service, 
the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) grew 
from a force of a few hundred 
aerop lanes in 1914 into a huge, 
independent air arm of thousands 
of combat and support aircraft. 
Pilots, observers and aircrews 
risked their lives testing the new 
technology to its limits. 

Deployed above the battlefields, 
often beyond the call of duty, they 
suffered the previously unknown 
effects of altitude, G-forces and 
freezing temperatures. Later, they 
also faced great personal danger 
presented by enemy guns and 
combat fighters. 

From the romanticism of the air 
'aces', duelling in the skies above the 
trenches, to the skilled work of the 
reconnaissance and artillery spotting 
crews, these flyers were the first of 
their kind in the battle for supremacy 
in the air. In 1918 the Royal Flying 
Corps became the Royal Air Force we 
know today and has defended the 
skies ever since. 





The Pursuit of Truth 

Sir Isaac Newton was the intellectual 
giant of the seventeenth century's 
'Scientific Revolution'.,He changed 
our understanding of mathematics 
and physics and redefined the way 
we see the world. But many people 
may not know that, for more than 
three decades, he also played a vital 
role at The Royal Mint. As Master 
of the Mint he made a considerable 
contribution to our coinage and 
economy, helping make Britain's 
currency one of the most respected 
and admired in the world. 

When he was appointed Warden 
of the Mint at the age of 53, 
Newton was already a world
renowned scholar. His greatest 
achievements include inventing 
calculus, proving that white light 
is made up of primary colours and 
the theory of universal gravitation. 
His Mathematical Principles of 
Natural Philosophy, published in 
1687, was the single most influential 
book on physics ever written. 

Newton used mathematics and 
rigorous experiments to provide 
universal descriptions of how 
nature worked and brought this 
life-long pursuit of scientifi c truth 
to his role at The Royal Mint. His 
tireless devotion led him to root out 
and tackle counterfeiters, improve 
assaying techniques (coinage 
standards and quality control) and 
refine weights and measures to an 
exacting standard never seen before. 

His report, dated 21 September 
1717, commonly known as 'the 
valuation of the guinea', was pivotal 
in establishing the gold coin as the 
pre-eminent currency of the United 
Kingdom and paved the way for the 
introduction of the Gold Standard 
a century later. 









Windsor Castle's Round Tower is 
the focus of the badge. of the Hou se 
of Windsor. The Roya l Badge was 
approved by George VI in 1938; 
the king himself suggested that 
the Round Tower of Windsor Castle 
should be included, flying th e 
Roya l Standard. 

The sprigs of oak in the badge 
are a re ference to Windsor Fo rest. 
They define the base of the mount 
on w hich the cast le stands and also 
support the Roya l Crown. Designer 
Timothy Noad has worked extensive ly 
in the fi elds of ca lligraphy and 
hera ldry and is a Hera ld Painter 
at the College of Arm s in London . 
His previous designs for The Royal 
Mint have included a Sovereign for 
The Queen's Golden Jubilee and 
a series of £1 coin designs based 
on the flora l emblems of England, 
Wa les, Northern Ireland and Scotland. 

"I am often asked to draw and paint 
the Roya l Arms and badges and, 
w hile their design is strictly 
established, it is possib le to make 
some minor adjustments in the 
layout. I always try to go back 
to original sources so looked at 
photographs of the Round Tower 
at Windsor Castle, St Edward's 
Crown and natural oak leaves . 

I was working within a circle but 
the original badge was oval so I 
redrew the oak branches and the 
Round Tower to fit in . I wa nted a 
clean, stylised and traditional look, 
which I felt was appropriate for the 
history and continui ty of th e House 
of Windsor." 

Timothy Noad 





Royal Mint coin designer Lee R. Jones 
studied animation at the University of 
Wa les before working for companies 
such as Siriol Productions and 
Cartoon Cymru, producing animation 
for cinema and TV. In 2014 his 
portrait work was disp layed by the 
Society of Portrait Scu lptors which 
ho lds an annual exhibition in London. 

"I wanted to create something fresh, 
rather than approaching the design 
from the familiar viewpoint of 
medieval art, but there is very little 
contemporary imagery of Canute to 
work from. Depictions of kings of 
that period tend to look the same. 
They are a general icon of 'a king' 
rather than showing the unique facial 
features of any particular monarch. 

We need to understand, at a glance, 
that this is an ancient Nordic king 
with a story. I needed to get a big 
message across succinct ly, on a small 
space, with a visua l language for our 
times. The design is influenced by the 
prows of Viking longships; there is 
a certain proud, determined nature 
to them that suits the character of 
Canute. I also included the particular 
type of crown Canute is seen 
wearing in manuscripts, keeping the 
foundation of the iconography he is 
associated with . 

Additionally, the shaved back-of
the-head hairstyle, associated with 
Vikings, is utilised in the storyte lling. 
Even his long nose, mentioned in 
popular accounts of the time, is built 
into the design." 

Lee R. Jones 





Dominique Evans i s one of The Royal 
Mint's team of graphiG. designers. 
After studying Graphic Design at the 
University of Brighton she has had a 
diverse career, fostering her love for 
fashion, interior design and product 
design whi le working across a 
variety of fields. For 12 years she has 
brought her talents to her ro le at The 
Royal Mint, bringing to life the rich 
stories behind coins and medals. Her 
first design for The Royal Mint was 
for a Bullion coin commemorating 
the Gold Standard. This i s her first 
circulating coin design. 

"It was a delight to research Jane 
Austen 's life in detail, immersing 
myself in her books, the wealth 
of colourful characters and the 
romance. The Regency period is an 
especially elegant and rich one to 
admire. A silhouette of Jane is central 
to the design. I thought it fitting to 
place a frame around her silhouette, 
and, as this coin is bicolour, it easily 
lends itself to this feature. 

To complete the design, stripes 
have been placed underneath the 
text to set the frame, as though 
on a Regency-era wa ll. I imagined 
the framed silhouette as if it were 
in one of the houses featured in 
Jane Austen's books, on the wa ll 
of a corridor as guests pass by to 
attend a dance, perhaps in Pride and 
Prejudice, or on the wall in the home 
of Emma." 
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This is the tangerine design agency's 
second design for The- Roya l Mint 
fo llowing a 50p coin ce lebrating 
the 2014 Glasgow Commonwealth 
Games. The design features a pi lot 
and his 'spotter' in the Royal Aircraft 
Factory's R.E.8. plane, one of the 
most common reconnaissance aircraft 
of the First World War. 

"It was important to tell the true 
story of the young pilots at that 
time. One of the essential roles of 
the newly formed Roya l Flying Corps 
was reconnaissance, a fact often 
overlooked for the commonly-held 
notion of the romantic fighter ace. 
Reconnaissance aircraft played a 
crucia l ro le, being the eyes of 
the British Army, taking photographs 
for intelligence ana lysis . 

The design's clean li nes are 
based on the aesthetics of blueprints 
and cartography because of the 
importance the pilots had in creating 
reliab le maps and intel li gence 
in a landscape that was constantly 
changing. 

We see two airmen performing 
a reconnaissance flight over the 
Batt le of Arras in April 1917 with 
the land below shown as a map. 
This period of time was known as 
Bloody Apri l, after the particu larly 
heavy casua lti es suffered by the Roya l 
Flying Corps at the hands of the 
German Luftstreitkrafte." 

Daniel Flashman 
tanger;ne Director 





Aaron West is a member of 
The Royal Mint's team of graphic 
designers. He achieved a degree 
in Graphic Design and a PGCE in 
Higher Education from the University 
o f South Wales before working in 
retail advertising, graphic design 
and teaching. 

Thi s i s Aaron's second 
commemorative UK coin design 
following The Great Fire of London 
2016 UK f2 coin, commemorating 
the blaze that destroyed the city 
350 years ago. His design is based 
upon elements of Proposition 11, 
in Book One of Newton's Principia 
Mathematica. 

" I wa nted to approach the choice of 
design different ly, rather than simply 
creating a portrait of Newton. Instead 
I researched the scientific elements 
of Newton's theories, particularly the 
ones re lated to Newton's laws and 
planets and bodies in space. 

In this case the biggest challenge 
was representing Newton's theory 
within th e scope of the coin. Once 
that was achieved I worked with The 
Royal Mint coin designers to find 
the background details that would 
complement the theory. 

In order to achieve flat pattern s and 
reflected shapes within the design, 
watch faces became a big part of the 
resea rch and inspiration. Circular lines 
worked best, which are slightly angled 
to re flect the light in layers." 

Aaron West 





The Definitive Coins of 2017 

The definitive coins of the year 
capture a moment in time through 
the coins in the nation's pockets. 
They unite time-honed design skills 
with innovative tech nology, bringing 
together classic icons, such as 
Antony Dufort's Britannia on the £2 
coin, with the cutting-edge security 
features of the new 12-sided £1 coin. 

15-year-o ld David Pearce, of Queen 
Mary's Grammar School, West 
Midlands, won The Royal's Mint's 
competition to design the new 
12-sided £1 coin . He seized the rare 
opportunity after a teacher suggested 
it would be a good way to extend his 
art portfolio. 

" I'd like to be an architect and my 
design work at school tends to 
be technica l drawing. This task 
was different as it invo lved a more 
freely-flowing design style. 

After creating a 'mood board' of 
imagery significant to the United 
Kingdom, I started by sketching ideas 
out roughly - they started small and 
numerous. I thought about how to 
represent the UK unambiguously 
and tradi tiona lly. 

I chose a flora representation of 
the UK, a traditional theme with 
well-known icons, the rose, leek, 
thistle and shamrock, to represent 
the four nations and the four elements 
of the four nations; they emerge 
from a single royal coronet. 

It's been pretty cool to see the 
development of the coi n and how it 
gets from a sketch to the real thing. 
The amount of detailing that goes into 
everything is amazing - for example, 
how the dies are polished for hours 
constantly by hand, just to be in the 
correct condition for minting." 

, 

Dwid Pec1rce 

The £1 and £2 coins are joined by the 
'picture-puzzle' arrangement of the 
lp to the SOp coins. They feature the 
shie ld of the Roya l Arms, designed by 
Matthew Dent, from Bangor, Wales. 
The individual parts on the back of 
each coin reveal the fu ll shield when 
brought together. 










