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Your Grace
Mr County Governor
Rector of Åbo Akademi University
Former vice-chancellors
Professores installandi
Prizewinners
Colleagues and students
Ladies and gentlemen

Welcome to the 2018 Inauguration of Professors and to the presentation of the Uppsala 
University Innovation Prize ‘Hjärnäpplet’ and the Distinguished Teaching Awards, here in 
our beautiful Grand Auditorium. 

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to Uppsala University’s Grand Auditorium. We are 
assembled here today for the 2018 Inauguration of Professors and the presentation of two 
of the University’s prestigious prizes, the Uppsala University Innovation Prize ‘Hjärnäpplet’ and 
the Distinguished Teaching Awards. I will hold this speech in Swedish, but I hope you have 
received an English translation.

Prizewinners, we celebrate and recognise you today because you are examples to us all and 
important representatives of our University. 

The Distinguished Teaching Awards emphasise that teaching is the principal task of the 
University and that teaching and research go hand in hand at Uppsala. Each of you receiving the 
award this year has stimulated our students’ curiosity and learning by your excellent teaching. 
We are also presenting the Uppsala University Innovation Prize ‘Hjärnäpplet’. 
This prize, which is ten years old this year, links up research with innovation and exploitation 
and shows that collaboration takes many forms at our University. 

At the ceremony today, we will inaugurate 45 new professors, and I would like now to turn 
to you, dear professores installandi.

What does it mean to become – and to be – a professor?
Today you will take your place among those who possess the highest degree of scholarly and 
educational proficiency. Each of you has achieved excellence in your area of expertise and each 
of you is a part of the whole that makes up our comprehensive University. Your appointment as 
professor is a result of your hard work and your ability to enrich your scholarly and scientific 
field. Today’s ceremony underlines your role as representatives, role models and champions of 
your subjects and our University. We expect much of you in all these roles. 

Our goals are ambitious and our common values clear. We will be a source of knowledge for all 
of society – here in Sweden and globally. Our University will offer all its students teaching at the 
very forefront of scholarship. You – new professors – will educate tomorrow’s role models. At 
the same time, you must recall the University’s many pioneers, Nobel laureates, innovators and 
boundary crossers. But do not forget to have the self-confidence to go your own way. 

Freedom comes with responsibility. It is your job to protect confidence in our University by 
always observing good scholarly practice and striving for the highest standards in research and 
teaching. That is what is expected of Uppsala University and its professors. 
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So what kind of university will you be professor at?
Uppsala University is the oldest university in Sweden and is highly regarded nationally and 
internationally. Our Mission and Core Values statement, which we are currently revising, is 
designed to ensure that our University is open to the world around us while maintaining a 
high degree of integrity. 

All of you will work in one of our nine faculties. But I urge you to take advantage of the 
University’s scholarly breadth. Work together. Integrate education, research and collaboration 
with one another. Together you can reach out boldly across disciplinary boundaries. 

One requirement for success is the existence of appropriate infrastructure. A month ago, the 
ground was broken for the extension of the Ångström Laboratory. This will provide an extra 
30,000 square metres for research and teaching in a building that can house growing and 
successful activities. 

The Humanities Theatre has become a creative meeting place across disciplinary boundaries. 
Activities there spotlight the great issues facing society, as our researchers bring their knowledge 
to bear on public debate. 

In the project Development Plan 2050, we are analysing the University from the perspective of 
the future. What sort of place will the University occupy in a growing Uppsala – and in Visby? 

To smooth the way and create conditions for moving forward, you need broad contacts, not 
just locally but globally. Uppsala University participates in numerous international cooperation 
agreements and networks. U4 will soon celebrate its tenth anniversary. The network is currently 
preparing an application for a European Universities pilot, together with the University of Tartu. 
After just two years as a member of the Guild of European Research-Intensive Universities, it is 
clear that our opportunities for influence in Brussels have increased markedly. We are increasingly 
engaged in cooperation with other Swedish universities. Two examples are the South Africa –
Sweden University Forum and the MIRAI project in Japan. 

And what sort of times will you be professor in?
We face major challenges. The UN Sustainable Development Goals sum the situation up well. 
As professors you have both the responsibility and the power to employ science and scholarship 
to contribute to a better world. 

Increasingly, voices are raised that wish to limit the content and format of research in one way 
or another. When others erect walls, we will build bridges. Together we will protect academic 
freedom, tolerance and respect. That is our mission. 

New professors, prizewinners, ladies and gentlemen – welcome to the 2018 Inauguration of 
Professors at Uppsala University. 
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