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Today is a good day.  An old house has come to new use. This building that used to house the 

Department of Limnology will now be a home to researchers working here at the university. 

If we are happy, just imagine how happy the researchers will be in this excellent building 

close to nature, the city centre and the university campuses.  
 

When housing the Department of Limnology, the requirements of the building were quite 

special. Limnology researchers needed fish tanks and quite a collection of different 

microscopes. There was one major experimental hall full of water tanks. Here researchers had 

algae and seaweed, both in fresh water from lakes and in sea water. Over time, the researchers 

abandoned the tanks and came to work more with computers, sequencing DNA, and their 

methods changed quite dramatically. The field of limnology entered into a new phase – you 

can call it an evolutionary process if you like.  
 

Also a building can be part of evolution. This building is now entering a new phase.  
 

46 new apartments are ready to become new homes.  
 

Akademiförvaltningen that has led this project is celebrating its 390th anniversary this year.  
 

Uppsala Akademiförvaltning has its beginnings in the year 1624, when the bursar of the 

academy in Uppsala was given the task of managing an enormous donation from King 

Gustavus Adolphus: 378 farms, 9 cottages, 2 grain mills, 1 saw mill, and 24 meadows, fields, 

and patches of arable land, as well as money from eight parishes. This provided the university 

with an interest-bearing capital of its own, which granted it an entirely new stability. The 

proceeds of the donation were so vast that they covered the costs of the university’s 

operations and investments until far into the 19th century. 
 

Ever since, donations have been added to the original one. We are very thankful to the donors 

– modern and historical – who have, by supporting the university, made sure that we can 

invite the world to us and welcome researchers, teachers and students to our university. 

Thanks to them the evolution of ideas continue and thanks to them we can move forward 

faster towards our main goal of making a better world. 
 

Thank you! 


