








The Pound 
Through the Ages 
The pound takes its name from the Latin 'Libra 
Poncio' or pound weight, with 'libra' now 
represented by the'£' symbol. The reference to 
weight is no coincidence as the value originally 
equated to a pound of silver, although there was 
no pound coin until The Sovereign first appeared 
in 1489, during the reign of Henry VII. A series of 
runs on the Bank of England in 1797 by a public 
unnerved by the French Revolutionary Wars, 
forced the bank to issue £1 banknotes for the 
very first time, followed by the first fully printed 
editions in 1853. 

The first one pound coin, struck in 1489, was 
the gold Sovereign. It featured on its obverse 
the crowned monarch, Henry VII, in regal 
robes seated on a throne, while the reverse 
showed the Tudor rose and Royal Arms. 



The End 
of an Era 
The United Kingdom's cu rrency is constantly 
reviewed here at The Royal Mint and by HM 
Treasury to ensure its integrity. On 19 March 2014 
the Chancellor of t he Exchequer, George Osborne, 
announced plans for a new cutting-edge £1 
coin with additional security features to combat 
counterfeiters, but with a tinge of nostalgia; the 
new 12-sided design is a welcome nod to the 
pre-decimalisation 'threepenny bit'. The fusion 
of two different coloured metals and the use of a 
revolutionary new high security feature maintains 
The Royal Mint's longstanding reputation for being 
at the leading edge of minting. 

The pre-decimal 'threepenny bit' and the new 12-sided [1 coin. 



A More 
Practical Pound 

By 1980 the days of the £1 note were numbered, 
their purchasing power in decline and their 
durabili ty questioned. On 31 July 1981 it was 
announced that a new £1 coin would replace them 
and the fi rst coins were issued on 21 April 1983. 
Their yellow colour and their thickness made 
them easy to disti nguish from other coins, and the 
first editions bore Eric Sewell's classic Royal Arms 
design complete with a Latin inscription on thei r 
milled edges of DECUS ET TUTAMEN, meaning 
'An ornament and a safeguard'. 

The first[, coins issued in 1983 bore 
the Royal Arms design by Eric Sewell. 
The obverse featured the portrait of Her 
Majesty The Queen by Arnold Machin. 
This royal portrait featured on UK 
decimal coins from 1968 to 1984. 



COIN SPECIFICATIONS 
Denominaton: £1 
Issuing Authority: United Kingdom 
Alloy: Nickei brass 
Weight : 9.50g 
Diameter: 22.50mm 
Reverse Designer: Gregory Cameron 
Obverse Designer: Jody Clark 
Edge Inscription: DECUS ET TUTAMEN 
Quality: Bnll1ant Uncirculated 
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