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Speech at the Winter Conferment Ceremony dinner, 27 January 2017. 

 

Your Grace, 

Mr County Governor, 

Vice-Chancellors and former Vice-Chancellors, 

Esteemed Honorary Fellow, 

Doctores Honores Causa, 

Promoti, 

Prizewinners, 

Colleagues, 

Students, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

417 years and 5 days ago, Uppsala University held its first doctoral degree conferment 

ceremony. It was bitterly cold that day. But this evening I bid you a warm welcome to the 

Hall of State at Uppsala Castle and the 2017 Winter Conferment Ceremony banquet. 
 

And, of course, to our international friends: welcome to the Hall of State at Uppsala Castle 

and to this Winter Conferment dinner. I will hold this speech in Swedish, but if you look 

carefully around your seat, you should find a translation somewhere nearby. 
 

It is 540 years since the University was established. 400 years ago, Uppsala University’s 

greatest benefactor, Gustavus Adolphus, was crowned in the Cathedral. 200 years ago, that 

man of many talents Gunnar Wennerberg – best known for his songs of student life – was 

born. And as you can read in the doctoral degree conferment ceremony book, 150 years ago 

Uppsala students in the choir Allmänna Sången made a triumphant visit to the World’s Fair in 

Paris, wearing the modern student cap. These are a few of the jubilees we have to celebrate in 

2017. 
 

In Lund, by the way, they are just celebrating the 350th anniversary of the founding of their 

university. In our more than half-millennium-long history we have naturally also celebrated 

many 350th anniversaries. When our stables reached the age of 350 a year or two ago, we 

observed the anniversary. When our orchestra – the Academic Orchestra – reached the age of 

350, it was an occasion to sound a few extra trumpets and drums.  



2 
 

In Uppsala we always have something to celebrate, whatever the year. This is a city of 

celebrations and jubilees.  
 

One person – in Uppsala’s long history – who recognised this was Erik XIV. Since he came 

from a family that had recently managed to capture the throne of Sweden, he was keen to 

consolidate his position. A king must have regalia, Erik thought, so he placed an express order 

with goldsmiths in Antwerp. A king must be celebrated by a great retinue, Erik thought, so he 

sent invitations to all the great royal houses of northern Europe. A king must have a grand and 

impressive procession, Erik thought, so he ordered exotic animals from near and far. 
 

The king’s shopping list of animals included lions, aurochs, reindeer and a camel. The camel 

– which was actually delivered – was unfortunately in poor shape. When it arrived in Uppsala 

it had given up the ghost, but Erik’s celebration committee is said to have fixed the problem 

by means of props and a cart. The humped animal was going to be in the procession, dead or 

alive.  
 

The coronation was a magnificent affair. Visitors poured into the city, reportedly tripling 

Uppsala’s population. There were fountains of wine and cascades of beer. And all the way 

from the Cathedral to the Castle, door to door, the King was able to tread the calculated 1,080 

steps on a red carpet that had been rolled out to protect the royal feet.  
 

The celebrations were talked about for many a year. The coronation of Erik XIV served as a 

model for every coronation that followed, all the way down to the days of Oscar II. 
 

Today the tradition of coronation has been consigned to the history books. But the 

University’s finest celebration – the doctoral degree conferment ceremony – has not. This is 

our version of a coronation. We have crowned you with hats and laurel wreaths. You have 

ascended Parnassus. We have celebrated prizewinners and honorary doctors who have meant 

and continue to mean so much for research, science and scholarship. Though we may not be 

enthroning you, you are the evening’s celebrities.  
 

I propose a toast to you all! May we always have reason to celebrate in Uppsala!  
 

Dear guests and friends of Uppsala University: a warm welcome to you all.  


