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Dag Hammarskjöldföreläsningen 4 november 2014 

Rektor Eva Åkesson 

 

Distinguished Lecturer, 

Excellencies, 

Learned Colleagues, 

Dear Students, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Welcome to Uppsala University and the Grand Auditorium. 

 

”The pursuit of peace and progress cannot end in a few years in either victory or 

defeat. The pursuit of peace and progress, with its trials and its errors, its successes and 

its setbacks, can never be relaxed and never abandoned.” 

 

This statement by Dag Hammarskjöld is from February 1954. The cold war was 

indeed a reality. Hydrogen bombs were developed and tested by the United States and 

by the Soviet Union. 

 

Communism was considered the big threat to western democracy and the UN was a 

young organisation that was to play an important role in trying to stabilize the 

situation. Dag Hammarskjöld is, with these words, stressing that peace is not a 

situation – it is an on-going struggle. Progress in itself is motion. Progress and peace can 

never be frozen or kept – they need to be exercised. Back then, Dag Hammarskjöld’s 

statement probably led people’s thoughts to the Korean War, but also the Second 

World War and the recent peace nine years earlier. Today Dag Hammarskjöld’s 

statement reminds us of how fragile the stability of our peace is – that we cannot take 

it for granted. Everyday the situation in the world shows us how valid and important 

this insight is.  
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When we gather here, every year to celebrate the greatest statesman of our century as 

John F Kennedy called Dag Hammarskjöld – we celebrate the memory of a man who’s 

legacy and efforts stand out. He is an example to us all. I know that most of us do not 

have his position. We cannot achieve what he did in our daily work. But we can 

embrace some of his ideas and make them ours to cherish. 

 

As a university we want to make the world a better place. In doing so I believe another 

quote by Dag Hammarskjöld is in order: “Never, for the sake of peace and quiet, deny 

your own experience or convictions.”  

 

Never deny your convictions! Strong words – hard to live up to. But by trying to do so, 

by standing upright for what we believe in, we add important values to the debate 

concerning our society – we participate in our common struggle to make democracy 

work.  

 

And to all of you students to whom Dag Hammarskjöld is an example, remember that 

he also started his journey here in Uppsala, just like you. Dag Hammarskjöld began his 

studies at Uppsala University in 1923. He got his Bachelor of Arts degree in Romance 

languages, Philosophy and Economics in 1925, and took a further post-graduate degree 

in Economics in January 1928, after having spent a semester at Cambridge. He then 

turned his attention to Law and earned a Bachelor’s Degree, completing his studies at 

Uppsala. The University registered his graduation on the 15th of December 1930.  

 

Uppsala was in many ways his home town and when he died our city was at the focus 

of the world’s attention – even more so when he posthumously received the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 1961. 

 

Dag Hammarskjöld kept a diary. He started keeping it in the 1920s when he was a 

student here in Uppsala. In the book Vägmärken – Markings some of his notes are 

collected. 
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As I did last year, I would like to quote a few words from the diary. In an extraordinary 

way, it summarizes Dag Hammarskjöld’s trajectory and it stands out as a signpost to 

anyone on his or her way through life. 

 

Hammarskjöld wrote in the diary: 

 

Pray that your loneliness spurs you to find something to live for, big enough to die for. 

 

 

For today’s students, and for all of us, the example of Dag Hammarskjöld ought to be 

a spur ”to find something to live for, big enough to die for”. It is therefore appropriate 

that our university and The Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation instituted these lectures in 

memory of Dag Hammarskjöld. 

 

The first Dag Hammarskjöld Lecture at Uppsala University was given in 1998. To 

date, sixteen individuals have been invited here to give the lecture on the grounds that 

they in “significant and innovative ways have contributed to a more just, peaceful and 

environmentally sustainable world through valuable achievements in politics or 

research.” 

 

Professor Wallensteen will now introduce this year’s lecturer to the audience — the 

former Prime Minister of New Zeeland and the present Administrator of the United 

Nations Development Programme, UNDP,  – Helen Clark 

 

I would also like to mention that Professor Wallensteen will moderate a brief question 

and answer session for the audience, after the lecture. Please, Professor Wallensteen. 


