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Record of Witness Testimony 212 
Here stands Mr Alfred Graj born on 20 November 1923 
in Skarżysko-Kamienna , occupation engineering student 
religion Roman Catholic , parents’ forenames Maxymiljan and Bronisława 
last place of residence in Poland Skarżysko-Kamienna 
current place of residence as above, or Jelenia Góra, Lower Silesia 
 
who – having been cautioned as to the importance of truthful testimony as well as to the responsibility 
for, and consequences of, false testimony – hereby declares as follows: 
I was interned at the concentration camp in Buchenwald 
from 6 January 1943 to 31 March 1944 as a political prisoner – 
bearing the number 10205 and wearing a red -coloured triangle 
with the letter ‘P’. 
I was later interned in Dora-Nordhausen 
from 1 April 1944 to 3 April 1945; 
and finally, I was at the camp in Bergen-Belsen until 25 April 1945. 
The first time I was arrested was on 25 October 1941, for absconding from work. I was placed in an 
Arbeitslager [labour camp, Ger.] in Leipzig from which I escaped. Then in May 1942, I was rearrested in 
Skarżysko and taken back to Leipzig. 
 Asked whether, with regard to my internment and my labour at the concentration camp, I 
possess any particular knowledge about how the camp was organized, how prisoners were treated, their 
living and working conditions, medical and pastoral care, the hygienic conditions in the camp, or any 
particular events concerning any aspect of camp life, I state as follows: 
The testimony consists of ten pages of handwriting and describes the following: 
1. The police Präsidium [headquarters, Ger.] in Leipzig in November–December 1942: 

Beatings during four interrogation sessions and consequent signing of a red card condemning the 
witness to a concentration camp 

2. The concentration camp in Buchenwald: 
Induction into the camp and six-week quarantine 
Poles, Russians, and German criminals and homosexuals in the quarries 
Hell in the quarriesy 

– Work requiring superhuman strength 
– Being cut off from the rest of the world in the quarry pit 
– Roaring of kapos and SS men 
– Prisoners being murdered on a daily basis – hanged from tree branches, pushed off the rocks, 
beaten with the back of a shovel 
– Having to carry approximately twenty dead prisoners back to camp every day 

‘Galley slavery’ 
– One German slave driver and twenty-eight prisoners pulling a Lore [uncovered railway wagon, 
Ger.] laden with stones, 
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uphill for twelve hours a day 
– Downhill trip made at a running pace over rocky terrain in wooden shoes 

Moments of clear-cut extermination rather than deliberate, productive work 
– Being made to lug stones and take an intentionally long and exhausting route 
– As collective punishment for an escape, 13,000–15,000 prisoners being made to stand in the 
yard for three nights, while having to work all day long on reduced rations 
– Zugangs [new arrivals, lit. ‘intake, admissions’ (Ger.)] being timed with a watch as they 
unloaded gravel, and then immediately loaded the gravel back onto the wagons 
– Sick prisoners with a temperature of 39°C being chased off to work 

Parcels permitted beginning in December 1942 
Correspondence once every six weeks according to a prescribed text 
Deprivation of writing privileges 
A Gustloff-Werke rifle assembly plant housed in blocks on the grounds of the concentration camp 
Sabotage carried out by prisoners and Russian POWs 
Make-up of prisoner population in terms of nationality 
Blocks by nationality 
Operations and experiments on prisoners 
Brothel in the camp 
Accommodation conditions 
Length of Appell [roll call assembly, Ger.] dependent on whim of the Lagerführer [SS man in charge of 

camp, lit. ‘camp leader’ (Ger.)] 
Twice-daily rations at levels that led to prisoners dying within three months 
Camp canteen 
Camp cinema 
Hygienic conditions and medical care 
Absence of lice in the camp 
Prisoners being lured outside the guard post perimeter to their deaths 
Suicides in the camp 
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Eyewitness testimony of Alfred Graj, born on 20 November 1923 in Skarżysko-Kamienna, engineering student 

by occupation 
Interrogations and beating at the police Präsidium in Leipzig 

Until the end of 1942, I was interned at a labour camp attached to a large munitions factory in Leipzig, and on 6 
January 1943 I was transported to the camp in Buchenwald following six weeks of interrogations. At that point, 
I had been at the police Präsidium in Leipzig since mid-November 1942. I endured terrible hunger there. I was 
interrogated four times altogether and beaten each time. The interrogations focused on the circumstances of my 
activities after I absconded from work. This was because I had been found with tickets for passage across the 
river San and onward to Lviv, which aroused suspicion of involvement in an underground organization. I was 
beaten about the face, barehanded and with a rubber truncheon. To protect myself from the beatings, I had to 
admit to things that had never taken place. I knew that by then I was beyond saving anyway; I signed a red card 
condemning me to a concentration camp, and on 6 January 1943 a train took me to Weimar as part of a transport 
comprising approximately 200 people. From there, prison vans took us to Buchenwald. 

In quarantine at Buchenwald and work in a quarry 
After arriving at Buchenwald, we were immediately directed to the bathhouse. Our heads were shaved; a 
disinfection was carried out; and we were searched for money and valuables. The money was entered into a 
ledger, whereas valuables were confiscated by SS men. The only beating during these activities was performed 
by German prisoners, who abused so-called Zugangs, taking sheer delight in beating them and holding power 
over them. It was wintertime and straight after bathing we were sent outside naked – despite the freezing cold – 
to run 200 metres to Block 17, where several hours later we received civilian clothes with the letters ‘KLB’ 
painted 
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in red on the back. There were also stripes made with oil paint running down the sides of the trousers. Our 
bodies gave off steam as we ran in the freezing air. Block 17 was a quarantine block, and I was there 
approximately six weeks. In that block, we underwent registration by the political office: we were given 
numbers and triangles; we were photographed; and we were assigned to a labour Kommando [detail, Ger.]. We 
didn’t work during those six weeks, but were merely inculcated with camp discipline. Every day, we were 
trained to march in ranks and remove our caps on command – ‘Mützen auf!’ and ‘Mützen ab!’ [‘Caps on!’ and 
‘Caps off!’]. Throughout this, we were liberally tortured and beaten for infractions such as sloppy cap removal 
or smoking cigarettes outside the lunch break. A widely administered punishment was to withhold the daily 
bread ration. Unable to fall into the rhythm of their new life at once, people easily ended up in trouble over 
various trifling matters. 
 The harshest Kommando at Buchenwald was the so-called Steinbruch [lit. ‘quarry’, Ger.]. These were 
quarries to which Poles and Russians would be assigned almost as a matter of course. Germans had good jobs, 
except for those whose Winkels [triangular badges, Ger.] were green and pink (homosexuals, of whom there 
were two blocks at that time, approximately 300 men in total; they, too, were automatically put on 
Strafkommando [punitive labour detail, Ger.] and worked in the Steinbruch). Everyone from Strafkommando 
who wore a black dot under a red, pink, or any other kind of Winkel and those who, because they had attempted 
to escape, wore what were called Fluchtpunkts [lit. ‘escape dots’, Ger.] (red dots on white linen, worn on the 
back, front, and trousers) were required to wear ‘zebra’ clothes (prison stripes) and all of them worked in the 
Steinbruch. In general, anyone who fell afoul of the camp authorities for any reason was referred to the 
Steinbruch as punishment. Among the prisoners, Buchenwald was called ‘Devil Mountain’, a name which 
traced back several centuries to German poetry and which was consistent with the terminology or name used by 
the Germans living in the area. The Steinbruch, meanwhile, we referred to as ‘hell’, owing to the fact that whilst 
in the quarry we were in a deep pit, 
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cut off from the rest of the world. All we could see was [note written above text] the sky [/note] above us, and 
all we could hear was the constant roaring of the kapos and SS Kommandoführer [SS man in charge of the 
labour detail, Ger.], who used to torment prisoners in a downright sadistic manner. There, on a daily basis, 
people were murdered, hanged from branches, pushed off the rocks, beaten with a truncheon, the back of a 
shovel, or a pickaxe handle. When I think about it today, I simply cannot comprehend how I myself survived 
that hell in the Steinbruch. Every day, we would carry the dead or dying back to camp from the Steinbruch – 
men who had been physically exhausted, beaten, or killed. There would be about twenty of them – some days 
fewer, some days more – but they had to be brought back to camp so that the Kommando headcount would tally. 
In that Kommando worked 500–600 people at any given time. If some of them died, new ones would come in 
their place. The worst work was in the Lore labour detail. This involved a Lore with chains attached to it. Each 
had seven rods attached to it and each rod was manned by four prisoners, so the crew of one Lore with seven 
rods came to twenty-eight people plus one German slave-driver. For twelve hours at a time (shorter in winter), 
we would pull these large Lores laden with stones uphill between rocks, along narrow-gauge rails. While going 
downhill, however, the Lore would pull the crew and we had to hold it back. The downhill trips were completed 
at a running pace, and our suffering was augmented by our wooden shoes; walking in them over stones all day 
long left our feet painful and injured. The work required superhuman strength and was widely referred to as 
‘galley slavery’. I worked in the Steinbruch until April 1943, approximately three months. Approximately 170 
people manned the Lores, of which there were six, always running one after another. Despite being completely 
exhausted by the end of the working day in the quarry, every man would have to lug a large stone back to camp 
on his shoulder. A deliberately long, roundabout route was taken, and at the entrance to the camp SS men 
conducted an inspection. Any 
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of us who had a stone that was inappropriate – or, rather, insufficient – in size would get a shove in the face with 
the stone; his number would also be taken down for punishment, which was generally administered on Sunday 
during time off from hard labour. The Steinbruch Kommando carried this stone every day I was there, for the 
construction of roads in the camp. 
 While I was working in the Steinbruch, it was also announced that attempting to escape from the camp 
would be punished by hanging. It was mostly Russians and Poles who tried to escape. I remember several 
escapes after which all the prisoners in the camp – approximately 13,000–15,000 – were assembled in the 
Appellplatz [yard where roll call was held, Ger.] and had to stand without food for several hours, and often all 
night long. On one occasion, we stood there for three nights; throughout that period, we worked in the daytime. 
We received dry food (that is, bread and supplements) and coffee outdoors at work. However, we got no soup at 
all those days, and the evening soup from the first day of the punishment spoiled and wasn’t served to us. 
 Sometimes, special jobs would be found to exhaust people, especially those who had just arrived in the 
camp. For example, I remember a wagon that came filled with fine gravel to be unloaded; an SS man assigned 
the job to a few of the Zugangs and set [note written above text] the time [/note] for completion as ‘urgent’. 
Once they had finished the job, the same people had to load the gravel back onto the wagon within the set time 
limit. Similar incidents of tormenting people with work were commonplace and a source of entertainment for 
the SS men. I found work in the quarry especially hard because I hadn’t worked at all whilst in prison; then 
when I came to the camp, this hard labour assignment completely did me in. I weighed sixty-eight kilograms on 
arrival at the camp; by the end of my stint in the Steinbruch, I weighted fifty-two kilograms. 
 Once, I was carried back from the quarry to the Revier [infirmary, Ger.] with a temperature of 39°C. 

– Read, signed, and accepted by 
B. Kurowski Alfred Graj 
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Eyewitness testimony of Alfred Graj, born on 20 November 1923 in Skarżysko-Kamienna, cont’d 
 
 We were permitted to receive food parcels from home starting in December 1942, yet I myself still had 
no contact with my family. Writing to our families was permitted only once every six weeks, on a card that 
followed a prescribed text: ‘I am healthy and doing well.’ We were not permitted to ask our family for a parcel 
in the card. If the content of the card did not meet requirements or mentioned anything about life in the camp, 
this would be severely punished with beating. Any such prisoner would be summoned to the gate, interrogated, 
and quite often deprived of his card-writing privileges. We could write in German only. There was no limit on 
the number of letters we could receive, but we were not permitted to write about this fact to our families. We 
were permitted to write not only to our families but also to friends. 
 Thanks to my connections to a compatriot who had by then been in the camp a long time, I made it out 
of the Steinbruch and got an indoor job, which was regarded as an exceptional boon in those conditions. The 
work involved assembling rifles, but it saved my life. On the grounds of the camp between the crematorium and 
the first residential barracks, there were two barrack blocks the same size as the residential ones; it was in these 
that the Gustloff-Werke factory – or, rather, rifle assembly plant – was located. Civilian foremen from Weimar 
were employed there. There were no SS men, only Wehrmacht officers acting as inspectors. It was warm and 
peaceful there. As was customary for prisoners who had escaped the hard labour of the quarry, during my first 
days there I strove to work with extreme efficiency to make sure I was kept on. There were approximately 200 
of us working there. As time went by, 
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however, my confidence grew, and so did my rebellious sentiments. In consequence, we began to carry out 
sabotage. This was mainly done by Poles and a forty-strong group of Russian POWs who, in light of their 
expertise, had been forced to work there. We would wreck the reamers (for widening the gun barrel to the right 
calibre), firing pins, and other parts so that fifty per cent of these guns would be sent back following inspection 
somewhere at the main military depot. This sabotage was possible due to the expertise of the prisoners, and the 
lack of expertise on the part of the German foremen. Their lack of expertise was obvious. I heard that some 
prisoners would discard good rifle parts as scrap and then smuggle them out to the general prisoner population 
in the camp. When the sabotage started to become too obvious and remaining in that Kommando too dangerous, 
I managed to get onto an outbound transport and thus make my way to Dora, which in Buchenwald we referred 
to as a death camp. Before I move on to a description of the camp in Dora, however, I shall point out that the 
prisoners at Buchenwald were mostly Polish and Russian. There were also many Germans and it was they who 
held sway over the internal administration of the camp – political ones who wore a red Winkel (and who weren’t 
necessarily communists). There were also Frenchmen, Czechs, Negroes (three), Englishmen (two), Norwegians 
(students who didn’t work; they wore their own clothing and lived in a separate block; there were roughly 300 
of them and they were allowed to study), Jews (they had their own separate block – No. 22), and representatives 
of practically every other nationality. Every nationality had its own blocks and there were no mixed ones. 
Prisoners under particular suspicion would be placed in Block 46 and experiments would be performed on them. 
This was done by SS doctors, often with the assistance of prisoner doctors. Experimental operations and 
injections were performed. The block was known as a place where people were finished off, as was Block 50. 
 The Russian POWs were wired off [note written above text] from us [/note] and they occupied three 
blocks on the grounds of the camp, namely Blocks 1, 7, and 13. 
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There was no major difference between how ordinary prisoners and Russian POWs were treated, but it was 
rather the latter that enjoyed the favour of German communists inside the camp. 

The camp brothel 
At the end of 1943, a brothel – or Puff [Ger.], as it was called – was constructed in the camp. Twenty women 
were brought in from Ravensbrück to staff it: seventeen Germans, two Poles, and one Gypsy. Prisoners of all 
nationalities were able to use the Puff, except for the Russians. Visiting hours were every evening after work, 
and Sundays and holidays after the afternoon Appell. Each visit cost two Reichsmarks, which was collected by 
the SS. Generally speaking, however, the Puff was only frequented by Germans. 

Accommodation conditions in the camp 
We were accommodated in wooden and brick barracks. Blocks 1–34 were made of wood, while Nos. 35–50 
were two-storey brick buildings. Lastly, Nos. 51–63 (the so-called ‘small camp’) were made of wood as well – 
stables that had been refitted for human habitation; they had small windows and no toilets or washing facilities. 
These last ones were the worst blocks in the entire [note written above text] camp [/note]. In some of the blocks, 
the beds were stacked three high; but in the small camp, [all of] the bunks were stacked three high. In the 
German and Norwegian blocks, every prisoner had his own bed. In the Polish blocks occupied by old prisoners 
(that is, those who had been in the camp a longer time), they slept two to a bed. In the other blocks, it varied in 
different periods. In every block apart from the small camp, there was a dining room as well as separate washing 
and toilet facilities. 

Appells 
Appells were held twice daily. Later, [inkblot] the evening Appell was changed. Appells sometimes lasted a very 
long time; this depended on the whim of the Lagerführer. SS men would take headcounts of each individually 
assembled block in the Appellplatz. 
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Camp diet 
The food was such that anyone who had no help from parcels or comrades in the camp would be dead within 
three months as a result of the hard labour. For breakfast in the morning, we would be given a portion of bread 
(one loaf per three, four, or six men, varying according to time period) and half a kilogram of margarine per 
twenty men, accompanied by coffee. Sometimes, we would be given a piece of horse sausage – twenty grams 
per person. On Fridays, instead of sausage, we were given a tablespoon of cottage cheese or marmalade. Food 
wasn’t served at lunchtime. It wasn’t provided until the evening after we had returned from work: a litre of 
swede, carrot, kale, or spinach soup; sometimes pea soup on Sundays. It was this having to work all day without 
food that wore people down most of all. The rations detailed above constituted the normal daily diet throughout 
my time at Buchenwald. 

Camp canteen 
At the camp canteen, one could buy salad, beetroot, and cigarettes, as well as toothbrushes, creams, and other 
items with no nutritional value, such as lemonade. There were certain days when prisoners from the 
Stubendienst [appointees who ran the dormitories, lit. ‘room duty’ (Ger.)] would make limited purchases all at 
once for the entire block, taking prisoners’ orders for goods selected from those listed above. From the money 
remitted to a prisoner by family members and entered by the commandant’s office into the prisoner’s private 
account, one could withdraw thirty Reichsmarks in coupons per month and with this money make purchases in 
the canteen. As a rule, prisoners received no payment or remuneration for their work, although there were 
exceptional Kommandos where, in order to incentivize higher productivity, weekly bonuses of up to two 
Reichsmarks were given to some prisoners. 

Camp cinema 
A cinema was set up for prisoners in a large old warehouse and it was open three evenings a week. 
Read, signed, and accepted by 

B. Kurowski Alfred Graj 
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Eyewitness testimony of Alfred Graj, born on 20 November 1923 in Skarżysko-Kamienna, cont’d 

The camp cinema (cont’d) 
Admission cost twenty pfennigs and was only possible in turns, block by block. The cinema screened nature 
films and German war propaganda. 

Hygienic conditions 
Up until 1944, there were virtually no lice at that camp. There was an exceptionally high level of cleanliness and 
hygienic conditions were fair. In any case, great efforts were made to ensure cleanliness. The only sick prisoners 
admitted to the Revier were those with a temperature over 39°C. Everyone else had to go to work, even if they 
were sick and feverish. The sick would be admitted in the evening, after work, and were attended to by prisoner 
doctors of various nationalities. The Revier was permanently overcrowded. There were five Revier blocks and 
the sick lay also on the floors. The doctors were underequipped. There were some who would do everything in 
their power for a patient, but there were also others who became pliant tools of the SS. I recall one German 
prisoner doctor who used to finish prisoners off; he aroused terror among the patients. 

Prisoners lured outside the perimeter of guard posts to their deaths and 
suicides in the camp 

Returning now to my time at Buchenwald, I know – because I saw it happen with my own eyes several times in 
the Steinbruch – that [illegible crossing-out] SS men would get prisoners to cross the guard post perimeter by 
plucking the cap from their head and tossing it over the line. And then they would shoot them. This was a 
method that was widely practised in the Kommandos, but it only worked on Zugangs, who were unfamiliar with 
the customs prevailing in the camp. A seasoned prisoner wouldn’t cross the line for his cap if it was thrown by 
an SS man, for he knew that this meant going to his death. 
 I also personally witnessed many people who, having given up on life in those con- 
  



10. 
 

ditions, flung themselves on the high-voltage electric fence. The SS sentries would shoot at these men, who thus 
found in death their salvation from the torments of the camp. At one point, faced with the growing number of 
suicides, the Lagerführer used a megaphone to announce to all the prisoners mustered in the yard for Appell that 
if anyone wished to take his own life, he should do so by hanging himself with a belt in the block, because 
bullets were wasted on dogs. 
Read, signed, and accepted by 
 

B. Kurowski 
Institute Assistant 

Alfred Graj 

Comments of the Institute Assistant receiving the testimony: 
 This record was taken on 6 March 1946 in the repatriation camp in Gamla Borgarskolan and was 
concluded at 6.30 p.m. Unexpected impediments connected to the witness’s departure for Poland on 
7 March 1946 prevented his testimony from being completed with regard to the Dora and Bergen-Belsen camps. 
 A great sense of duty can be observed in the witness. He wishes to relate everything he has been 
through and seen, and what, in the final stage of his internment in the concentration camps, caused the partial 
loss of his sight. The witness sees very poorly and gets around with the assistance of some good Swedes (Manne 
Lindholm – Gästgivaregatan 9, Ljungby). Precisely how the witness lost his sight, he did not have time to 
specify. He stated only that all others who lost their sight as a result of particular working conditions – between 
ten and twenty prisoners – were finished off by the SS; yet he survived. The witness gives the impression of 
being a man who is honest, sensitive to human suffering, and – as I managed to observe – well liked by the 
Swedes and Poles around him. There was also insufficient time for the witness to dictate, for inclusion in the 
record, his own poems, which filled an entire notebook he had with him. In its content, the witness’s testimony 
should 
  



[stamp] 
POLISH SOURCE INSTITUTE 

IN LUND 
[/stamp] 

11. 
 

be considered completely trustworthy. Nowhere does it deviate from information about the camp in Buchenwald 
known to the undersigned from general opinion or from others’ accounts (information about the prevailing 
conditions at one camp would make its way to another camp via prisoners transferred between them); likewise, 
as regards work and torture, it vividly evokes identical conditions at the quarry at Gusen and Mauthausen which 
the undersigned personally endured over a one-and-a-half-year period in 1940–1. The killing of dozens of 
people per day through starvation, inhumanly difficult work, and bestial torture – carrying heavy stones, often 
for no purpose, back and forth – was characteristic of the quarry, which would often be located far from human 
centres of life [note written above crossing-out] settlements [/note] (Gusen), and whose primary purpose – 
especially in the first years of the war – was extermination, not production. Every day, this made itself evident 
to every man through [note written above text] his [/note] personal ordeals and observations. 
 There is nothing in the facts described by the witness which could be dismissed as untrue or regarded 
as dubious. 
 

B. Kurowski 
Institute Assistant 
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