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Record of Witness Testimony 132 
Here stands Mr Jan Serzysko born on 20 August 1917 
in Kraski, Radom , occupation painter 
religion Roman Catholic , parents’ forenames Józef and Marianna 
last place of residence in Poland Wawer 
current place of residence Tingsryd, Sweden 
 
who – having been cautioned as to the importance of truthful testimony as well as to the responsibility 
for, and consequences of, false testimony – hereby declares as follows: 
I was interned at the concentration camp in the prison in Alexanderplatz (Berlin) 
from June 1943 to August 1943 as a political prisoner  
bearing the number – and wearing a  –  -coloured triangle 
with the letter – 
I was later interned in Serbia as a labourer for OT [Organisation Todt, a German engineering group] 
from  to  
[text written over crossing-out] over a four-month period. I fled to Warsaw. I served with AK [Armia Krajowa 
(the Home Army), the primary Polish resistance group]; after some time I was arrested once more and deported 
to work in Germany and then to OT, or rather to work for companies that worked on behalf of OT in Norway. 
[/text] 
 
 Asked whether, with regard to my internment and my labour at the concentration camp, I 
possess any particular knowledge about how the camp was organized, how prisoners were treated, their 
living and working conditions, medical and pastoral care, the hygienic conditions in the camp, or any 
particular events concerning any aspect of camp life, I state as follows: 
The testimony consists of one and a half pages of handwriting and the following contents: 

Incarceration at the prison in Alexanderplatz, Berlin 
– Daily regime at the prison 
– Beating during interrogation 
– Prison diet 
– ‘Sport’ (drop-and-rise exercises, żabki [lit. ‘frogs’, Pol.], ‘duck-walking’, and push-ups 
accompanied by beating) 
– Frequent night-time Appells [roll call assemblies, Ger.] 
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Record of testimony from witness Jan Serżysko [sic], born on 20 August 1917 in Kraski, painter by occupation 

Imprisonment in Alexanderplatz 
I was incarcerated at the prison for absconding from a labour assignment in Essen, Germany. 
We were kept in a cell. There were twelve of us: Poles, Belgians, and Dutchmen. We slept on the floor in very 
cramped conditions. Black coffee was provided in the morning and half a litre of soup for lunch – actually, it is 
difficult to call it soup, because it was tasteless, watery, and had no fat in it. In the evening, we were given 250 
grams of bread and 20 grams of margarine or a spoonful of marmalade; twice a week we were given herring 
with the bread. I was interrogated after two weeks. I was summoned to the administration office and registered. I 
got a beating while being questioned about the work I had been doing and why I wasn’t still working there. 
They beat me with their fists; the three of them tossed me from corner to corner like a playing ball, kicking, 
whipping, and beating me with a metal rod encased in rubber. The beating was for absconding from my 
previous work assignment. I was half-conscious when I got back [to the cell]. 
In the daytime, we would sit in the cell doing nothing. We would go out into the courtyard three times a day, 
namely from eight to eleven o’clock in the morning, again after lunch from two to five o’clock, and from six to 
eight o’clock in the evening. At all times we did ‘sport’ under Gestapo supervision to the accompaniment of 
beating. This involved doing push-ups, drop-and-rise exercises, żabki, ‘duck-walking’ – and any poor 
performance would always be met with beating. The kind of ‘sport’ being conducted depended on the mood the 
Gestapo man was in. At night, Appells would often be held in the court- 
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yard; we were tormented in this manner for a full three months, all the while being showered in insults such as 
‘du verfluchte polnische Hund [you damned Polish dog]’. 
 I have described the circumstances above as I experienced and witnessed them, in accordance with 
actual facts. There were approximately 600 Poles at that time. 
 Read, signed, and accepted by 
 
   Jan Serzysko 
    witness 
 B Kurowski 
 Institute Assistant 
 

Comments of the receiver of the testimony: 
The circumstances described constitute the only war-time brutality of this kind experienced by the 
witness. It is clear that they have been deeply ingrained in his memory. They do not diverge from 
methods widely used [note written above text] by the Gestapo [/note]. I consider them credible.  
 
      B. Kurowski 
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