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Record of Witness Testimony 95 
Here stands Mr Kazimierz Cimoszko born on 6 September 1921 
in Sosnowiec , occupation student 
religion Roman Catholic , parents’ forenames Mieczysław and Zofia 
last place of residence in Poland no. 535, Wisła, Cieszyn Silesia 
current place of residence Dädesjö, Ramnåsa 
 
who – having been cautioned as to the importance of truthful testimony as well as to the responsibility 
for, and consequences of, false testimony – hereby declares as follows: 
I was interned at the concentration camp in Buchenwald 
from 22 January 1945 to 14 April 1945 as a political prisoner – 
bearing the number 98744 and wearing a  red -coloured triangle 
with the letter ‘P’. 
I was later interned in previously imprisoned in Cieszyn 
from 7 November 1944 to 18 January 1945 on charges of belonging to AK [Armia Krajowa 

(the Home Army), the primary Polish resistance group].  
 Asked whether, with regard to my internment and my labour at the concentration camp, I 
possess any particular knowledge about how the camp was organized, how prisoners were treated, their 
living and working conditions, medical and pastoral care, the hygienic conditions in the camp, or any 
particular events concerning any aspect of camp life, I state as follows: 
The testimony consists of four pages of handwriting and describes the following: 
1. The Gestapo station in Cieszyn – being beaten during interrogations 
2. The evacuation of prisoners from Cieszyn to Buchenwald – marching whilst tied together in fives; harsh 

conditions of the journey 
3. Evacuation of the camp in Buchenwald – raids by gangs of Russian and Ukrainian prisoners on the eve of 

the evacuation; approximately twenty killings; heavy death toll during the march to Weimar, Jena, and 
Eisenberg; total lack of food; the SS escort taking flight; liberation by the US Army 

4. Some data on the camp in Buchenwald 
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Record of witness testimony from Kazimierz Cimoszko, born on 6 September 1921 

Interrogation at the Gestapo station in Cieszyn 
On 6 December 1944, I was subjected to a day-long interrogation with a two-hour break for lunch at the 
Gestapo station in West Cieszyn. At the start, I was punched in the face for denying the charge of belonging to 
AK. For continuing to deny being a member, I was ordered to bend over and received approximately twelve 
lashes with a bullwhip. Later interrogations passed without any beating. 

Evacuation from Cieszyn to Buchenwald 
At 10.30 p.m. on 18 January 1945, roughly forty men and eight women were escorted out of the prison in 
Cieszyn. Everyone’s hands were bound together with twine in five-person chains, one prisoner to the next. 
Moreover, all the men and all the women were tied together with a rope around their shoulders in two separate 
groups. In these bonds, we marched to Wodzisław until morning. There, in a locomotive shed, we waited for the 
first transport of Jews from Auschwitz. The transport arrived on foot in the evening and we were all placed in 
coal hoppers together, sixty people to a wagon. Our group was assigned to the first one. All of the sparks and 
smoke from the locomotive spilled down into our faces during the journey, because the wagons were open-
topped. On the bottom of the wagon was nearly half a metre of coal dust mixed with snow. It was impossible to 
sit down without the risk of completely soaking one’s clothing and underwear. All of our natural needs, of 
course, had to be relieved inside the wagon. Throughout the entire journey, the wagon doors were only opened 
twice and for such a short time that the women feared they wouldn’t make it back on time. The SS men had 
issued a clear threat that anyone who failed to return on 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. 
 
time would be shot dead. The journey lasted from the evening of 19 January to the evening of 22 January. 
Throughout that journey, the one and only time we received a piece of bread was in Gross-Rosen. Most highly 
sought after was water, which some of us managed to get from the locomotive. I remember a Jew sitting on top 
of one of the wagons farther down the train; with the words ‘I’m going to clean out the barrel of my gun’, a 
Ukrainian SS man from our wagon shot and killed him. This was while the train was in motion. It wasn’t 
crowded in the wagons that time. There might have been sixty people at most, and it was a big wagon so you 
could move around easily; such was our good fortune. The SS escorts were entirely Ukrainian – only the 
Transportführer [lit. ‘transport leader’, Ger.] was German. I managed to send a postcard to my family then: a 
passing locomotive halted alongside us so I stuck my arm out and gave the engineer the postcard, which I had 
struggled to write with my numb hands. It must have been as cold as 10°C below zero. We were all wearing our 
own civilian coats. No one died in our wagon. In other wagons, I saw corpses among the Jews, who had already 
been exhausted by their march. On 22 January 1945, we arrived at the concentration camp in Buchenwald. I was 
at Buchenwald up until 5 p.m. on 10 April 1945. 

Evacuation of the camp in Buchenwald 
 

 To prepare for the evacuation, several thousand Poles, Czechs, and Russians or Ukrainians had to be 
relocated from the so-called ‘big camp’ to the DAW [Deutsche Ausrüstungswerke (German Equipment Works), 
an SS-run defence manufacturer] factory grounds on 8 April 1945. I spent a full day and night there; then on 9 
April 1945 we returned to [illegible crossing-out] our blocks, back to the big camp. Certain events, detailed 
below, transpired during the night spent at DAW. For the most part, prisoners were forced to sleep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



outdoors in the open. During the night, the Russian and Ukrainian prisoner factions organized gangs that 
attacked fellow bivouacking inmates and robbed them, above all, of their meagre food supplies, clothes, and 
shoes. They threatened to murder anyone who resisted, and indeed did so in around twenty instances. They 
killed their victims with knives or by hitting them in the head with a three-centimetre-thick iron rod. 
By a stroke of luck, I spent that night with a group of roughly sixty Poles in a factory basement that throughout 
the entire night was stormed by one such band; as a result, one of the Poles received a serious head wound and 
one of the attackers was killed. 
 The actual evacuation began the moment we left the camp gates at 5 p.m. on 10 April 1945. Around 
8,000 of us headed out, mostly Poles. That day, we marched to Weimar, where we waited most of the night at 
the freight station to be loaded into covered goods wagons. There were 120 people in our wagon. Naturally, it 
was exceptionally cramped inside. We spent seven hours in the wagon. When the locomotive was damaged by a 
US plane fifteen kilometres from Weimar, we were taken off the train and the rest of the evacuation took place 
on foot. That same evening, i.e. 11 April 1945, we passed Jena and pressed on eastwards with only a two-hour 
halt during the night. The night of 11–12 April and the following days of the evacuation there was a spate of 
deaths among the prisoners. 
 Whoever was unable to carry on walking with the column was killed outright by SS men with a pistol 
shot to the back of the skull; their bodies were left in the ditch at the roadside. Particularly during the uphill 
stretch of the journey (before the town of Eisenberg), on average every fifty metres I would see corpses of 
fellow prisoners who had been shot dead. It should be emphasized that from the ninth of April until the evening 
of the thirteenth, no one got even a standard camp portion of food, or anything to eat at all from the eleventh to 
the thirteenth. On the evening of the thirteenth, in a place called Crossen (eight kilometres east of Eisenberg) our 
German SS escorts fled due to shelling by US tanks, 
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while two Ukrainian SS men remained behind with our column of 400 people. In Eisenberg, the Ukrainians 
handed us over to the German police, who gave us each a piece of sugar and sausage. It was only on the 
fourteenth at 11 a.m. that we were rescued from the hands of the police by US forces entering Eisenberg. 
Read, signed, and accepted by 

B. Kurowski Kazimierz Cimoszko 
 
I experienced the above-described events and circumstances along with witness Cimoszko from beginning to 
end, and I hereby confirm their authenticity.  Jan Kościołkowski  
 The day after arrival at Buchenwald, the daily bread ration was reduced to one-fifth of a loaf per 
prisoner, from one-quarter of a loaf beforehand. Thus, from 23 January to 9 April 1945, we would receive 300 
grams of bread and three-quarters of a litre of watery soup per day, plus one litre of black, unsweetened ersatz 
coffee. As a so-called Zugang [Ger.], that is, new inductee at the camp, I had no way of obtaining any form of 
nourishment apart from the aforementioned ration. 
 Within the hierarchical system of camp ‘authorities’ appointed from among the internal prisoner 
population, a clearly discernible favouritism was inclined towards Russian and Ukrainian prisoners (aside from 
German prisoners, of course, whom the SS treated particularly well), as well as towards those with firm 
communist convictions. A great many positions in the camp (e.g. the Arbeitsstatistik [labour statistics office, 
Ger.]) were held by Czechs. 
 

Jak Kościołkowski 
born on 25 March 1916 occupation: student at the School of Commerce [?] 
residing in Cieszyn, Poland 

Kazimierz Cimoszko 

 
The witnesses were interned at the camp for a short period of time. Their testimony does not give grounds for 
any reservations; it is credible. 

B. Kurowski 
Institute Assistant 
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