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Record of Witness Testimony 88 
Here stands Ms Wanda Aleksandrowicz born on 19 July 1900 
in Stanisławów , occupation clerk, teacher 
religion Roman Catholic , parents’ forenames Karol, Sabina 
last place of residence in Poland Warsaw, ulica Muranowska 12 m. 12 

[lit. ‘Apt. 12, 12 Muranowska Street’] 
current place of residence Mölle 
 
who – having been cautioned as to the importance of truthful testimony as well as to the responsibility 
for, and consequences of, false testimony – hereby declares as follows: 
I was interned at the concentration camp in Ravensbrück 
from ? September 1944 to ? September 1944 as a political prisoner – 
bearing the number 63669 and wearing a  red -coloured triangle 
with the letter ‘P’. 
I was later interned in Berlin-Köpenick, AEG Kabelwerk 
from ? September 1944 to ? April 1945 under number 6616, 
and during the first days of May in Wöbbelin. 
 
 Asked whether, with regard to my internment and my labour at the concentration camp, I 
possess any particular knowledge about how the camp was organized, how prisoners were treated, their 
living and working conditions, medical and pastoral care, the hygienic conditions in the camp, or any 
particular events concerning any aspect of camp life, I state as follows: 
I was interned at the concentration camp as an evacuee from the Warsaw Uprising. First, we were escorted to 
Pruszków and three hours later we were on a train bound for Oranienburg. The men stayed there, whereas my 
daughter and I ended up at Ravensbrück. Upon entering the camp, we relinquished all of our luggage and went 
to a tent. There, auzjerkas [woman guards, from Ger. Aufseherin] came and stripped us of our rings and 
valuables. One lady complained to an SS man that an auzjerka had taken her jewellery and the SS man ordered 
that the valuables be given back. At that point, the auzjerkas began giving back items of lesser value. Then we 
signed over our jewellery for safe-keeping. Next we handed over our furs, documents, money, and photographs. 
After that, we were taken to the baths. We were bathed 
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and subjected to gynaecological examinations, including the children who were on the transport. Many women 
had their hair shorn off at this point. Next we got shirts and dresses marked with crosses; we kept our own 
shoes. Then we went to Block 28, where we stayed some two weeks. During that time, we would go to the sand 
and shovel sand earth. Then we attended medical examinations in the Revier [infirmary, Ger.] and stood naked 
for several hours in the yard. We were also registered in the political office. Then our entire block was forcibly 
taken to work at a factory in Berlin. I was sent away along with my daughter, who was 15 years old. I arrived in 
Köpenick in late September. The camp did not cover a large area; it had four blocks and was surrounded by 
electrified wire. Postens [(male) guards, Ger.] would stroll around the camp, keeping watch over us. There were 
two ways into the camp; our way led out onto the Spree and every day we went to the factory by ship. There 
was a separate building which housed the toilets; they were very primitive, non-flushing latrines. In the same 
building was a tap from which water had to be brought back to the barrack block. The barracks were wooden 
single-storey buildings fitted with electricity and divided into rooms. In each room, there were twenty people. 
The beds were not stacked in bunks. They had straw-stuffed mattresses and a single blanket; we got a second 
blanket for the winter. In the block, there were lice and bedbugs. The blocks were generally filthy and it was 
only us who put them in order, insofar as it was in our power to do so. We used to be locked inside the blocks at 
night; we couldn’t even go to the toilets. In the corridor, we had a bucket in which to relieve ourselves. During 
night-time alerts, the blocks would be unlocked and we would be ordered either to go into the bunker or remain 
in the block. 
Around 4 a.m. we would rise and get dressed. A rather long Appell [roll call assembly, Ger.] followed, and then 
we would set out for the factory. We were actually supposed to get coffee in the morning, but almost never was 
there any in the kitchen. We would start work at 6 a.m. and it went on until 6 p.m. with a break to eat our soup. 
Later, owing to air raids, the working day lasted ten hours, then eight. Eventually, there wasn’t any work at all 
and we would march off to dig trenches. This went on for around a month or six weeks. We worked in two 
shifts: 
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nights and days. The factory produced aeroplane parts. I worked in the rubber section. We worked in large 
production halls: some of us at tables, others at machines. It was extremely hard to operate the machines; the 
work had been designed for men. A particularly hard assignment was talc work. Women would be completely 
covered in the powder; they had goggles to protect their eyes. There was an awful roar in the halls. Air raids 
made proper ventilation difficult and it was swelteringly hot indoors. Exhausted women would fall asleep on the 
job and auzjerkas would beat them. This wasn’t allowed in the production halls, so the auzjerkas would lead 
prisoners away to the toilets and there they would mete out severe beatings. The German forewomen and 
labourers took pity on us; they would weep and give us soup or bread without the auzjerkas’ knowledge. 
Among the forewomen and labourers were those whom other forewomen warned us to steer clear of. Night 
work was always harder because we were tormented by drowsiness, and we couldn’t sleep in the daytime 
because we were forever being woken up for one reason or another. Despite being 15 years old, my daughter 
worked the night shift. We were given a piece of bread as our entire daily ration. The camp was headed by an 
SS non-commissioned officer; he was relatively decent. The oberinka [chief woman guard, from Ger. 
Oberaufseherin] was all right as well, but certain auzjerkas were horrible and those in charge turned a blind eye 
to them. 
Officials recruited from the prisoner population included the Lagerälteste, blokowas, and sztubowas 
[respectively, prisoner appointees responsible for the whole camp, each block (from Ger. Blockälteste), and each 
block section (from Ger. Stubenälteste)]. Although the sztubowas were decent, the Lagerälteste and blokowas 
were drawn from the dregs of society. All of them were cruel; they would beat and hurl abuse in the crudest 
words imaginable. 
The camp made use of collective punishment – prolonged standing or kneeling for the entire block. Individual 
punishment most often involved having one’s hair shorn off or being locked up in the bunker. Punishments were 
usually issued for minor, innocent acts of carelessness at work. The punishments were administered by the 
commandant or oberinka. 
Successful escape attempts were a common occurrence in the camp; it was mostly Russian women who fled. 
Medical care existed in principle. There was a Revier serving as a clinic 
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but no hospital. The doctor at the Revier was named Wróblewska; she was very unhelpful. Anyone who was 
seriously ill was sent away to Ravensbrück. There were no epidemics in the camp, but fatalities did occur. The 
bodies of the dead were taken away by ship; what happened to them afterwards, I don’t know. 
Prayer was forbidden in the camp, but we would pray in secret. Objects of veneration were desecrated and 
destroyed by the auzjerkas. No priest was allowed inside the camp. We received no aid from the Red Cross. We 
had no unauthorized contact with the outside world.  
Events that left a strong impression on my memory include the plundering of our possessions at the 
Ravensbrück camp and public cutting of hair at Köpenick. 
Camaraderie existed among the prisoners and we supported one another. In general, there was solidarity among 
the Polish women. Towards the end of the camp, there wasn’t much work, so we would dig trenches for three 
days and do only three days at the factory. At the end of April, we left the camp and began a two- or three-week 
trek. This was a horrible time. We slept in barns and spent the daytime on the march without bread or hot food – 
or even any water. The most we would get all day was eight potatoes. We never washed or took our clothes off. 
We were plagued by vermin. During halts, we would light fires and try to cook a little soup, taking the water 
from roadside ditches. We gathered tins [of food] from the corpses of men who had been marched along before 
us. Throughout the trek, we all suffered from diarrhoea. Eventually, we reached the so-called ‘death camp’ of 
Wöbbelin; perhaps an hour later the Americans arrived at the camp. 
On the way there, the auzjerkas had said they were going to take their own lives; I myself saw an auzjerka 
hanging from a tree. 
After the Americans arrived, we were trucked away to the Buchholz camp, and from there to Spakenberg. Then 
in July I was transported onward to Sweden. 

Read, signed, and accepted by 
Helena Miklaszewska Wanda Aleksandrowicz 
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An intelligent, composed individual, guarded in her 
testimony, she is in a camp with her daughter, who is 
suffering from tuberculosis as a consequence of the 
harsh working conditions at the factory. The witness’s 
testimony is to be trusted. 

H. Miklaszewska 
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 The testimony of ALEKSANDROWICZ, Wanda is composed of four pages of handwriting and 
describes the following: 

1. the camp in Ravensbrück, particularly internment in the tent and Block 28; 
2. living and working conditions at AEG Kabelwerk [cable works, Ger.] in Köpenick; 
3. evacuation to the death camp in Wöbbelin. 
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